
From:    Sabrina Thomas 

 Address:   County Hall 
 Topsham Road 

  Exeter 
  EX2 4QD 

  Tel:    07967 397 618    

  E-mail:    sabrina.thomas@devon.gov.uk 

Date: 14/07/2020 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Re: Traveller Status  

Thank you for your letter relating to the above.  I am happy to make the following 
observations in line with National and County Policy, and also observations following a site 
visit to the above location with the applicant and/or his/her agent. 

Devon has only three local authority Gypsy/Traveller sites:  Sowton, Exeter; this site is a 
long-term residential site managed by Elim Housing, which holds a waiting list. Broadclyst, 
East Devon; is not owned by the County Council and we are not able to offer any new 
pitches for families due to the terms set by the landowner. Haldon, Teignbridge is not 
owned or operated by Devon County Council (DCC).   

Whilst accommodation for the settled community is increasing in the South West there is 
still little provision for Gypsy and Traveller families. 

There are no agreed/emergency or transit sites in Devon and most of the traditional 
stopping places have been blocked off or developed for other purposes.  Due to this, it is 
becoming more essential for Gypsy and Traveller families to have an authorised stable 
base from which they may access services such as Health and Education, that the rest of 
us may take for granted. It also provides the security to travel for economic purpose, 
knowing that there is an authorised base on return. 

I can confirm that both Johnny and Lili meet the definition of Traveller status.  They have 
been known to Devon County Council for over 15 years.  During this time, they have 
travelled various places across the County on unauthorised encampments due to there not 
being suitable authorised provision for them to use.   

They have regularly asked during those 15 years if there are any sites available in the 
Mid/North area where they have been mainly based; this has eventually led to the decision 
to buy their own land apply for planning permission.   

North Devon Planning Dept. 



I have never had to deal with any complaint about them on DCC land, they have been 
camped on has always been left cleaner than when they found it.  They are respectful to 
every area and its local community they have camped on over the years.   
 
They fully intend to travel for parts of the year for economic purpose. 
 
DCC supports Johnny and Lili in this application; it’s taken them a long time to get to this 
point and any local community would be lucky to have Johnny and Lili as part of their 
community. 
 
Small private sites continue to be the best option for local planning and housing authorities 
in relation to accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers.  Meeting this huge need in 
Devon is important if the number of unauthorised encampments and unauthorised 
developments are to reduce across the county, at the same time it allows local planning 
authorities to fulfil their responsibility to meet the accommodation need along side other 
communities in Devon. 
 
The County Council has a range of responsibilities in these matters and, on education, 
health and welfare grounds this application is supported, recognising the lack of authorised 
sites within Devon. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

Sabrina Thomas 
 
Sabrina Thomas  
Gypsy/Traveller Liaison Officer 


